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An Inſtallation Sermon, 


EPHESIANS III. 7, 8. 
Whereof I was made a Miniſter according to the giſt of the 


grace of God, given unto me þy the effeftual working of 
his power, unto me, «who am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints 


is this grace given, that I ſhould preach among tbe Gen- 
tiles, the unſearchable riches of CHRIST. 


T. Srrpnzu, who was one of the ſeven deacons and 
diſtinguiſhed for his eminent zeal and fortitude, full 
of faith and power, was the firſt chriſtian martyr. In 
the noble and affectionate ſpeech, he made before the 
rulers of Mrael, he charged them with diſobedience to 
God, diſreſpect to the law of Moſes and the murder of the 
great MzesS1an. On hearing this, “ they were cut to the 
heart, and gnaſhed on him with their teeth ; but he” un- 


ſhaken in mind and © full of the HoLy Guozr; looked 


up ſteadfaſtly into Heaven, and ſaid, Behold I ſee the 
Heavens opened, and the Son of Man ſtanding on the 
right hand of Gop. Then they cried with a loud voice, 
_ ſtopped their ears and ran upon him with one accord, 
and caſt him out of the city, and ſtoned him: and the 
witneſſes laid down their clothes at a young man's er 
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whoſe name was Saul. This is he, who is called Paul, 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles. He is firſt introduc- 
ed as a cruel perſecutor, conſenting to the death of the 
holy martyr : The bloody ſentence, he heartily approv- 
ed; and would have been filled with joy, had the chriſ- 
tian religion been entirely cruſhed in its infancy. 


ANIMATED with ſucceſsful perfecution, and tranſport- 
ed with rage at the name of Jzsvs, the furious young 
zealot © made havock of the church,” and not content 
with vexing the ſaints, who were at Jeruſalem, he © per- 
ſecuted them even to ſtrange cities.“ With this view 
he was going to Damaſcus, armed with a murderous com- 
miſſion from the chief prieſts againſt the diſciples of the 
Loxp, when at midday, © a light from Heaven above 
the brightneſs of the ſun, ſhining round about” him, and 
ſtriking him to the earth, he © heard a voice ſpeaking 
unto” him, © and ſaying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me.” Surprized and amazed 
he cries out, © Who art thou, Lox D? The voice from 
the moſt excellent glory replies, I am Jzsvs of Na- 
ZARETH, whom thou perſecuteſt. Thus ſtopped in his 
mad career, and made to feel the power of that name, he 
had ſo often bfaſphemed with trembling and aſtoniſh- 
ment, he reſigns himſelf into the hands of the injured 
Saviour, ſaying, Lox, © what wilt thou have me to do.“ 


Wr what joy and admiration do we contemplate 
the glorious change? The bloody Saul, who was ſo late- 
ty breathing out threatnings and flaughter againſt the 
diſciples of the Lorp,” is become, not only a cordial 
profeſſor, but a zealous preacher of the faith he once 
1 and glories in nothing ſo much as in Ixsus 

ARIS, and him crucified. For his fake he is willing 
to endure all things, hunger, cold and nakedneſs, flights, 


affronts and buffitings, ſtripes and impriſonments. 


In him we behold the livelieſt and moſt finiſhed exam- 


ple of the chriſtian, and the brighteft and moſt accom- 


pliſhed character of an Apoſtle and miniſter of Jzsvs 
CHRIST 


Ax INSTALLATION SERMON. 5 

Cuntsr. Yet with what ſelf-abaſing aſtoniſhment does 
he always ſpeak of himſelf, as honoured and diſtinguiſhed 
eſpecially with the apoſtolic office to carry the glad tid- 
inzs of ſalvation to the Gentiles, that they © ſhould be 


fellow- heirs and of the ſame body, and partakers of his 
promiſe in Car1sT by the goſpel.” | 
- 


IT was not of his own motion that St. Paul © was made 
a miniſter” of the goſpel, but a gift unſought and freely 
conferred. It was not on account of any worthineſs in 
him, but © according to the gift of the grace of God, 
given” to him, not in a common, but in a very extraor- 
dinary manner by the “ effectual working of” divine 
« power,” which wrought in him ſo great and glorious 
a change, and conferred on him thoſe high aceomphſh- 
ments which qualified him for that holy and honourable 
office. The great head of the church did not ſend forth 
his ſervants unfurniſhed for the work unto which he ap- 
pointed them. The twelve Apoſtles were long under 
the immediate inſtruction of CazisrT himſelf ; and yet, 
after his reſurrection were commanded to tarry at Jeruſa- 
lem, until they were © endued with power from on high.“ 
And what, though they did not paſs through a — of 
ſtudy and literature to prepare them for the miniſtry, yet 
this want was more than ſupplied by thoſe gifts of the 
Holy Grosr, which enabled them to ſpeak with tongues, 
and to be infallible guides to men in the way of ſalva- 
tion. It is moſt evident they were qualified and author- 
iſed for their work. When bold invaders of the miniſ- 
terial office would juſtify themſelves for want of furniture 
and deny the neceſſity of ſtudy and of application to or- 
dinary means by the apoſtolic example, let them produce 
the like credentials and evidence of their miſſion, as the 
Apoſtles gave. 


Tux honour of being made a miniſter of the goſpel, 
the apoſtle Paul aſcribes to the aſtoniſhing grace of the 
great Goo. © Unto me who am leſs than the leaſt of 
all ſaints” ---He ſeems not to know how to ſpeak of _— 
| . 
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ſelf in terms of ſufficient abaſement, and uſeth a moſt di. 
minutive expreſſion, © leſs than the leaſt.” Nor does he 
ſpeak this with an hypocritical deſign that others ſhould 
admire and praiſe him the more, but becauſe he was 

once *© a blaſphemer, and a perſecutor, and injurious.” - 
« Unto me, is this grace given that I ſhould preach the 
unſearchable riches of CHRIST.“ The apoſtolic office 
and miniſterial character, with all their divine qualifica- 
tions are fitly called grace, not only as freely given, but. 
as diſtinguiſhing ſome from others. They are not com- 
mon to all the ſaints, but peculiar to thoſe, whoſe buſi- 
nels it is to open the treaſures of the divine IMMANUEL, 


and to publiſh the glad tidings of the goſpel. 


Axp eſpecially the apoſtle eſteemed it an high honour 
that he was choſen to carry the goſpel to the Gentiles,” 
and to © preach among” them * the unſearchable riches 
of CRRIST.“ It had been long expected by the Jews, 
that in the days of the Mxss1an, the Gentiles ſhould be 
added to the church ; but that the Gentiles ſhould be 
heirs of the ſame inheritance, and partakers of the ſame 

romiſes, was a © myſtery, which had been hidden from 
ages and generations.” This the Jews never thought 
of, but rather that the Gentiles would be their ſlaves ; 
much leſs had they any imagination, that the middle 
wall of ceremonies ſhould be broken down, and the full 
privileges of the people of God be conferred on the Gen- 
tiles, without a ſubmiſſion to the law of Moſes. This 
| was matter of amazement to the Jewiſh believers when 

they firſt heard it, and of this the apoſtle ſpeaks as an aſ- 
ſtoniſhing inſtance of grace to the Gentile world. | 


In this view of our text, our minds might be lead to 
many pleaſing and adoring contemplations of the won- 
ders of divine grace in our redemption by Jzsus CHRIST, 
and the ways, in which it has been publiſhed through 
ſucceſſive ages to- mankind, with the brighter glories, 
which ſhone forth when the joyful light aroſe on the na- 


tions, and the day ſpring from on high vilited thoſe, o_ 
; a 
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had long lain under the darkneſs of heathen Ignorance: | q 
and idolatry, : But the time allowed. me on the N | 
occaſion will not admit of ſuch enlargement. | 


I ſhall attempt to repreſent, what the unſcarchabls) 
riches of Car1sT are hat it is to preach them---and' 
the honour and duty of the miniſters o the goſpel, in im- 
itation of the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, to preach! 
chem with all falthfulneſs and ſincerity. 


I. I am to repreſent the an riches of 


CHRIST. 


Tre riches of CHRIST, with all the treaſures of divine 
love, grace and mercy. contained in the counſels of Hea- 
ven refpecting the ſalvation of men, are to be found in 'l 
his goſpel. Theſe are not like the riches of this world, 9 
gold and. ſilver and precious ſtones, houſes and lands, ; 
ſheep and oxen, which poſſeſſed in abundance make men | 
rich on earth ; and the want of them in any great degree. il 
makes them poor. Theſe riches, though poſſeſſed in | 
the greateſt plenty, are only valuable to the — of 
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a ſhort and earthly life. But the riches of Cazisr make 
rich toward Gop, and rich for eternity. 


Would we know what theſe riches of CHRIST are, 
we muſt ſtudy the ſyſtem of divine revelation, and there 
contemplate the glories of his perſon and purchaſe---the 
treaſures. of his ſpirit and grace the majeſty of his high 
dominion, and the equity and righteouſneſs of his uni- 
verſal rule and government, while we bow before the 14 
Father of mercies with reverence and gratitude for the ng 
unſpeakable gift of his only begotten Son, and the mani» . 
ſeſtations made through him for the ſalvation of a fallen 
world, to “ the praiſe of the glory of his grace.” 


Jzsvs our Lord is a moſt wonderful perſon, © Gop 
over all bleſſed forevermore, who was made fleſh and 
dwelt among men, a man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
grief,” two diſtinct 1 and one perſon 9 ; 
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He obeyed the law of Gop in the ſinners room, as well 
as revealed the Father's grace, and while he brought in 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs ; he died on the croſs tor the 
ſin's of men. When laid in the grave, he aroſe from 
the dead, and was © declared to be the Son of Gop with 
power.” And © when he aſcended he gave gifts unto 
men,” and now ſits enthroned in glory © on the right 
hand of the majeſty on high,” inveſted with univerſal 
dominion, and will come hereafter in his own and the 
Father's glory, and all the holy angels with him tojudge 
the world and diſtribute the eternal rewards of his kingdom, 


Tux riches of his purchaſe may be ſummarily com- 
priſed in © wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification and re- 
demption,” all which he is of Gop made unto the heirs 
af ſalvation. Theſe are derived from him as our redeem- 
er in the execution of his high offices of prophet, prieſt 
and king, and contain all thoſe bleſſings — privileges, 
faith and holineſs, grace, peace and comfort, which 
chriſtians need in this world, and ſalvation with eternal 


glory at his appearing and kingdom. 


Tux treaſures of his $p1RIT, relate to the confirma- 
tion of the goſpel in the world, and the application of 
the work of redemption to the ſouls of men. The Hol 
SPIRIT is that divine and almighty AEN, the third per- 
fon in the adorable TRINITY, who by ſigns and wonders 
gave at firſt a public atteſtation to the goſpel, and by 
communicating miraculous powers and ſpiritual -gifts, 
qualified the apoſtles and their aſſiſtants to publiſh it a- 
mong the nations; at the ſame time and ever ſince ac- 
companying it with an inward and ſovereign efficacy for 
the accompliſhment of the purpoſes of divine grace, in 
bringing the elect to the obedience of faith and making 
them meet for glory. 


Tuxxx are alſo the majeſty of his high dominion, and 
the equity and righteouſneſs of his univerſal government. 


_ Theſe are riches, that belong to the only begotten oy 
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of Gop. By nature he is Lord of all worlds, and of all 
creatures in them; and as mediator © all power in Hea- 
ven and earth is given” unto him. The earth is“ his 
and the fulneſs thereof; the world and all that dwell 
therein: For he hath founded it upon the ſeas, and eſtab- 
liſhed it upon the floods. He is high above all nations: 
He hath prepared his throne in the Heavens, and his 
glory is above the Heavens.“ His laws are right, his 
judgments juſt, and the whole adminiſtration of his king- 
dom glorious in the righteouſneſs, peace and holineſs of 
his ſubjects, while it ſhall iſſue in the utter ruin and cons 
fuſion of all that oppole his reign. Therefore © kiſs the 
Son, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh-in the way; for in a 
little while his anger ſhall be enkindled: Bleſſed are 
they that put their truſt in him.“ | * ky 

Tusk are ſome of the treaſures of CHRIST, who in 
the conſtitution of his perſon as Mediator, with all the 
bleſſings that flow from him as the head of the redeem- 
ed, is the ineffable contrivance of the Father's wiſdom 
and love, and his gift to a ruined world, © that whoſoe- 
ver believeth in him might not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
ing lite,” pot | 


Wiru pleaſing wonder and joy we might meditate on 
the aſtoniſhing plan of moral government over fallen 
man, in the hands of the great Mess1an.---We might 
trace it up to its original ſource and fountain, the infinite 
benevolence and grace of Deity toward erring man. 
We might conſider the revealed fitneſs of the ſcheme of 
mediation, and the wiſdom of the vicarious righteouſneſs 
and atonement of the Redeemer, to ſecure the honour of 
the divine government, and to illuſtrate that grace, which 
«reigns through righteouſneſs unto. eternal life, by I- 
sus CHRIST.” We might ſhew, how that faith, by which 
we become intereſted in theſe bleſſings,” and that holi- 
neſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, ſpring 
from the riches of CHRIS, and are ſo far from being dero- 
gatory to the Father's grace, or the redemption of the Son, 
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that they are divinely fuited to give honour to both. 
Many other things might be brought up to view as tends 
ing to illuſtrate the riches of CyzrsT ; but I forbear, a8 
deſigning only a brief ſketch of theſe treaſures of the Re- 
deeter, which on account of the great variety and abun- 
dance of them, and their tranſcendent excellency and 
Preciovuineſs, may well be called riches. They  can- 
not be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious 
onyx or the fapphire : The gold and chryſtal cannot 
equal them, and the change of ithem ſhall not be for 
jewels of fine: gold; for the price of them is above rubies, 
and all the things which may be deſired are not to be 
compared with them.” 


AxD theſe riches of CnRIS are unſearcbable; not bes 
cauſe we may not ſearch into them, but becauſe after all 
our moſt ſerious ſearch, we ſhall ncver arrive at the full 
knowledge of them. For in theſe riches of CuR IST, are 
_ heights and depths, and lengths and breadths, that nei- 
ther men nor angels can underſtand and comprehend. 
They will be the ſubje& of the moſt exalted contem- 
plations of all the myriads of bright intelligences, that 
Hall inhabit the heavenly worlds through endleſs ages; 
who nevertheleſs in reſpect of theſe, as of all other glo- 
nes of the Deity, ſhall with profound reverence cry out, 
© who can by ſearching find out Gob ? Who can find out 
the Almighty unto perfection?“ And however ſome may 
think they ſhall compaſs all knowledge at once in the bea- 
tific viſion of God, yet may we not rather conclude, that 
the more vaſt and boundleſs the knowledge of ſaints or 
angels may be at any period of their future 'glory, the 
more boundleſs and immenſe will the diftance appear be- 
tween them, and the amazing heighth of Jznovan's 
throne. Chriſtians, how rich- -immenſely rich are you 
in CyrIsT. Therefore let no man glory in men; for 
all things are yours : whether Paul or Apollos, or Ce- 
phas, or life, or death, or things preſent, or things to 
come, all are yours and ye are CHRIS T's, and CHRIST 18 
God's.” II. 
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II. I am to conſider what it is to preach the unſearch. 
able riches of CarisT. | 


IT is well known that the Greek noun Euaggelion which 
we tranſlate ge/pel, 1. e. either Gop's — or 12 
word, ſignifies glad tidings or a joyful meſſage. Hence 
the imitative verb, which in the text is rendered to preach, 
ſignifies to publiſh, declare, or bring glad tidings, or a 
good and joyful meſſage. So the angels, who publiſhed 
the Saviour's birth to the ſhepherds, addreſſed them with 
theſe gracious words, Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you glad ridings of great joy, which ſhall be to you and 
all people; for unto you is born this day in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is CanrisT the Lorp.” The 
news of a Saviour is the beſt meſſage that was ever pub= 
liſhed in this fallen world, and may emphatically be called 
the goſpel, and contains all the unſearchable riches of 
CaRr15T and his redemption,---grace here and glory here» 
after. | 


To preach theſe unſearchable riches of Carisr, is to 
exhibit him to view as he is exhibited in the goſpel, in 
his perſonal glories and mediatorial fulneſs, 1n all his 
grace and ſalvation, rule and government, and the whole 
adminiſtration of his kingdom in this world and that 
which is to come, in ſuch a manner as may have the moſt 
apt tendency to bring ſinners home to Gop, through the 
Mediator by a fincere repentance, and to build up ſaints 
in holineſs and comſort through faith unto ſalvation. | 


Jzsvs Cuxisr, therefore, as the new and living may 
to the Father, ſhould be the great ſubject of our di 
courſes : For to him all the lines of revelation refer, * 1 


in him they meet as their divine center. Hence to preach 
Cukisr, will comprehend a declaring the whole counſel 
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of Gop, and lead the goſpel miniſter to open the whole 4 
ſcheme of chriſtianity, and to ſet every part in a juſt, clear 
and convincing light, as he would be “ pure from the 
blood of all men.” Such preaching is of great N 
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The whole ſyſtem of divine revelation comes within the 
compaſs of it. There is no doctrine, ordinance, example, 
precept, pomiſe or threatning contained in the book of 
Gop, but what has its proper place in the plan of our re- 
demption by Jesus CHRIST, who will fulfil all the de- 
ſigns of his Father's grace in bringing many ſons to glo- 
Ty, and in making known his power and juſtice in the 
everlaſting deſtruction of all who neglect the great ſalva- 


ton, and will not obey the goſpel. 


Tuxsz things kept in view will lead the preacher to 
divide the word of truth aright. He will have no diſpo- 
ſition to waſte his time about needleſs queſtions, mini- 
ſtring ſtriſe rather than godly edifying. He will even be- 
ware leſt he beſtow too great pains upon the circumſtan- 
tial appendages of religion : But he will dwell on thoſe 
things, which have a near and cloſe connection with the 
eternal ſalvation of his hearers. He will repreſent to 
them the apoſtacy of man from Gop---urge them to a 
conſideration of their ruined and wretched ſtate---open 
to their view the method of recovery through a glorious 
Saviour revealed in the goſpel---beſeech them in CarisT's 
ſtead to be reconciled to Gop, and explain to them how 
« the grace of Gop, which bringeth ſalvation, teacheth 
to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly and godly in the world.” 


Axp would the chriſtian preacher awaken ſecure and 
thoughtleſs ſinners? Let him not only repreſent the pu- 
rity and extent of the divine law and its eternal curſe ; 24 
let him alſo preach the glories of CHRIS T's power, and 

n the treaſures of his wrath againſt the impenitent, 
unbelieving and ungodly. © Knowing the terrors of the 
Lord, we perſuade men.” Would he guide the awaken- 
ed ſoul, whoſe guilt is become an intolerable burden, 
and makes him cry out in anguiſh, © What ſhall I do 
to be ſaved ?” Let him diſtinctly explain to him the 
evil of fin, the neceſſity of regeneration, and the way of 


falvation by faith in CaxisT ; and let him preach the 
— riches 
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riches of the Saviour in his perſon, offices and works, 
in his grace, merit and righteouſneſs, in his willingneſs 
and power to ſave. This may excite repentence, en- 
courage acceſs to Gop by prayer, ingenerate faith and 
hope, and through the power of ſovereign grace lead to 
comfort and peace. Would he animate the chriſtian, 
and arm him with patience in the race of piety and vir- 
tue? Let him repreſent on the one hand the ſhame and 
diſgrace of falling ſhort, and on the other the glorious 
hope and proſpect of his calling, the aids of the good ſpi- 
rit of Gop, and the mighty ſupports of the divine pro- 
miſes ; eſpecially let him bring into view the ſecond and 
illuſtrious appearing of the LoxD JESsus CHRIST, who 
will openly approve and reward the faith, the piety and 
virtue of his humble followers ; and when all the king- 
doms of this world ſhall ſink into one univerſal wreck, 
will make them partakers of the honours and glories of 
a kingdom which cannot be moved. 


Tuus let the preacher ſtudy the unſearchable riches 
of Cuxlsr, and learn from thoſe treaſures to diſpenſe 
counſels, warnings, exhortations and comforts to every 
one's ſtate and wants, that the underſtanding may be en- 
Iightened,--the judgment freed from error--the conſcience 
awakened---the heart changed---the life reformed---men 
conducted in the paths of happineſs and peace---death 
diſarmed of its ſting, and chriſtians prepared to praiſe 
the Loxp with their dying breath and to leave the world 
TeJOICINg, | 


III. I am to repreſent the ſacred obligations which 
lie on miniſters of the goſpel to preach the unſearchable 
riches of CHRIST. 


Hex I ſhall only mention ſuch motives and arguments 
to faithfulneſs as are ſuggeſted in our text,---the grace 
and privilege conferred on them---the honour of CHRIST 
whoſe glories are publiſhed, and the end of preaching, 
which in ſubſerviency to the glory of Gop, is © that the 
world might be ſaved,” WHOEzviR 
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Wrozvz enters on this work with worthy principles, 
and feels his heart burn with love to the Logp, JESUS 
Cnnisr and the fouls of men,---whoever has juſt con- 
ceptions of that glorious maſter in whoſe ſervice he en- 
gapes,---whoever has ſtudied the nature and the duties 
of the miniſteriaLoffice, and has been made ſenſible of 
his own unworthineſs,---whoever has contemplated the 
exalted perfections of IEHOVAu, and the diſtance the 
. amazing diſtance between a ſinful worm of the duſt and 
HIM, who ſits enthroned in glory, zap over all things 
to the church, with aftoniſhment---with adoring grati- 
tude and humility will adopt the words of the apoſtle 
Paul in our text, © Unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt 
of all ſaints is this grace given that I ſhall preach among” 
my fellow mortals © the unſearchable riches of CHRIST.“ 
A ſenſe of unworthineſs and gratitude for this honour, 
will forcibly oblige miniſters to. faithfulneſs. It was 
te the ſavor of the knowledge of CHRISTH,“ the apoſtle 
maniteſted in every place, We preach” ſay they © not 
ourfelves, but CHRIST Jzsvs the Lorp.” 


Tux honour of CnRISr, alſo, requires that miniſters 
be faithful in preaching his unſearchable riches. He 
hath put honour on them, and gratitude obliges them in 
the exerciſe of their miniſtry to endeavour the advance- 
ment of his honour and glory. And how can they do 
this, if they neglect to preach and make known his un- 
ſearchable riches ? If they do not, will he not treat them 
as thoſe, who have betrayed his cauſe and joined with his 
enemies: 


Many are diſhonouring the divine IuMANVEL, and 
daily attempting to rob him of the glories of his perſon, 
and the riches of his grace and dominion.---Some degrade 
him to the rank of creatures, which his hand has made; 
others deny the riches of his mediation and purchaſe, and 
reſt on works in oppoſition to his complete atonement 
and perfect righteoutneſs.---Some reproach his ſovereign 
power and mercy in the gift of the ſpirit, and ſet up — | 
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idol of human ſelf-ſufficiency in oppoſition to his ſuperna- 
tural and almighty grace in the regeneration of ſinners, and 
the preparation of ſaints for glory; others detra& from 
his ſupreme wiſdom and 2 in the inſtituted means 
of faith and converſion, denying that there is any encou- 
agement to wait at wiſdom's gate, and watch at the po 
of her doors, though ſinners are fo affectionately invited 
to © ſeek the Loxb, while he may be found and to call 
upon him while he is near.“ Many attempt to rob him of 
the riches of his word and goſpel, as though it were not 
a complete and perfect rule: Some, by teaching for doc- 
trines, the commandments of men, and by introducing 
into his worſhip rules and ceremonies he never ordained ; 
others, by fallowing the fancies of their own minds, and, 
perhaps, the impulſes of a malignant ſpirit, as being cers 
tain directions — Heaven, while they diſregard what 
the ſpirit ſaith to the churches in that book, which is de- 
ſigned to be the infallible guide of chriſtians. Some 
repreſent him as the author of confuſion, by giving and 
aſſuming the ſacred office of his houſe without paying 
any regard to the orders he eſtabliſned when he . — 
on high, and the ſcriptural and 1 examples of in- 
troducing qualified and approved men into the miniſtry, 
by the laying on of the hands of the preſbytery. Many 
repreſent him as a miniſter of ſin: Some, by imputing to 
the goſpel, not only the moſt licentious, but even the 
moſt impious and blaſphemous doctrines, tending to de- 
ſtroy all the foundations of religion and virtue; others, 
by making void the law as a rule of obedience to be- 
lievers, and by denying real ſanctification to be the grand 
evidence and preparative for the joys of Heaven.--- 
Some are attempting to rob him of the awful glories of 
his righteous vengeance in the everlaſting damnation of 
the ungodly, and by ſoftening the horrour or removing 
the endleſs duration of future torments, through a treach- 
erous compaſſion, lull ſinners into the flames of an 
eternal hell, whence there is no redemption ; others at 
once reject the goſpel, and treat the divine Saviour as an 
| impoſtor, 
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impoſtor, while multitudes are practically denying his 
power, juſtice and holineſs by a wicked, ungodly and 
ampenitent life. | | 


Warrx ſo many are diſhonouring CarisT, and endea- 
vouring to deprive him of the glories of his perſon and 
2 is it not fit that thoſe, on whom he hath beſtow- 
ed the gift and grace of the miniſtry and intruſted with 
His cauſe, ſhould attempt to vindicate his injured ho- 
nour ? and the more others are ſacrilegiouſſy robbing him 
of his divine graces, ſhall they not the more vigourouſly 
defend and preach his unſearchable riches, leſt they al- 
ſo be found guilty of betraying his cauſe? 


 EsPEC1ALLY when the great end of their miniſtry, in 
ſubſerviency to the glory of Gop, is the ſalvation of men. 
The conſtitution of the perſon of CuRIS(, and the ſalva- 
tion of a fallen world by him, is the moſt wonderful con- 
trivance of the wiſdom of Gop. In it, all the properties 
of the divine nature and the honour of the divine govern- 
ment are deeply concerned. It is deſigned to give the 
brighteſt diſplay of the infinite glories of Gop's wil- 
dom and goodneſs, mercy, love and grace: It ſecures 
the honour of his holineſs, truth and juſtice; and is ſuit- 
ed to exalt the divine character and humble the proud 
ſinner, and yet opens a way for his recovery and ſalva- 
tion. | 


Axb if the ſalvation of precious ſouls to the praiſe of 
the glory of Gop's grace, in a way, not only conſiſtent 
with the holineſs and juſtice of his nature and government, 
but in which they are gloriouſly maniteſted, be the great 
end of the goſpel, and of the miniſtry of reconciliation, 
can we heſitate a moment what kind of preaching has 
the moſt direct, powerful and univerſal tendency to ac- 
compliſh the merciful deſign ? Thar, which inſtead of 
dwelling on the riches of the Redeemer, ſeems to pals 
over in ſilence the need we ſtand in of ſalvation by him? 


Or bat, which at once opens to the ſinners view his ex- 
tremely 
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tremely wretched, polluted and guilty ſtate, and diſplays 
the glories of CuRIST's perſon, the fulneſs and ſufficien- 
cy of his redemption, and the greatneſs of his love and 
condeſcenſion ; and at the ſame time offers ſalvation to 
every periſhing ſinner, who hears the gracious meſſage and 
urges all the arguments of terrour as well as of hope, with 
which Cyur1sT has furniſhed his ſervants, to perſuade, 
and even compel {ſinners to. obey the goſpel, and to be 
reconciled to Gop ? And whence ſhall the chriſtian be 
furniſhed with effectual means, motives and helps of the 
divine life, but from the ſerious contemplation and live- 
ly faith of thoſe riches of CHRIS, in a view of which he 
was firſt converted ? How then ſhall the preacher better 
aſſiſt the holineſs, comfort and joy of believers, than by 
ſetting forth the ſame riches in their true connexion with 
all the duties, promiſes and inſtitutions of the goſpel ? Is 
not this preaching beſt calculated to anſwer the end of 
the miniſtry ? And ſhall not thoſe, who are honoured 
with this grace abound in it, humbly looking to their di- 
vine maſter to give efficacy and ſucceſs to their labours, 
as knowing though Paul plant and Apollos water, yet 
Gop only giveth the increaſe ? | | 


I have finiſhed what I firſt propoſed, and ſhall only 
add ſome conſiderations taken — the ſubject and the 
occaſion, on which we are aſſembled in che houſe of 
Gob with this church and congregation. And, 

1. Tur ſubject which has been before us, is of great 
and univerfal concern. The riches of CHRIST are of in- 
finite worth, and beſpeak the attention of all, to whom 
tie goſpel is publiſhed. But eſpecially it concerns us, 
my bretpren, whoſe buſineſs it is to preach them to our 
fellow men, to make them our conſtant ſtudy and medi- 
tation, and that we feel their divine power in our own 
hearts, and ſhew forth a ſavor of the knowledge of 
CHRIST, in our lives as well as our preaching. 


Ir we look to the apoſtle Paul, in all his addreſſes he 
was certainly in earneſt: He preached as one who had a 
FT 
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deep ſenſe of the worth of his own ſoul, and the ſouls 
of them who heard him. Can we doubt what were his 
ſentiments of the periſhing ſtate of human nature under 
the ruins of fin ? Or how high and exalted were his 
thoughts of the glorious and amazing work of Gop ma- 
niteſted in the fleſh? With what unwearied and vigorous 
application does he purſue his work amidſt all tryals and 
oppolitions, ever realizing the power, wiſdom, grace and 
faithfulneſs of Cagisr, and eſteeming it his honour to 

each his unſearchable riches, and promote the everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation of men? Such ſhould be our ſentiments, 
ſuch our principles, ſuch our diſpoſitions who have un- 
dertaken this ſacred work. Well may the bright ex- 
ample of the apoſtle ſerve to admoniſh and humble us, 
and to rouſe and ſtimulate us to the duties of our office, 
And, methinks, we need only keep in view the unſearch- 
able riches of CuRIST, and we ſhall feel an inexpreſſible 
obligation to diligence and faithfulneſs in the whole of 
our work, and to dwell much on the glories of the Redee- 
mer in our preaching, and on thoſe great doctrines of 
the goſpel, which are derived from and ſtand in the cloſeſt 
connexion with his unſearchable riches : For theſe are 
the doctrines, which give glory to Gop, and bring ſalva- 
tion to men, © By grace are ye ſaved through faith, 
and that not of yourſelves ; it is the gift of Gop.” 


Have we to lament that the treaſures of divine 
mercy are ſo much deſpiſed, and to take up the mourn- 
ful complaint of the prophet, © Who hath belieyed our 
report, and to whom is the arm of the Lox D revealed?“ 
Let us not fink under the diſcouragement, but deeply 
humble ourſelves for all our lukewarmneſs in the ſervice 
of our maſter, and looking to him, whoſe it is to open 
the heart, be more earneſt and zealous in preaching the 

terrors of CHRIST's power and the glories of his grace. 
ARE many ready to deſpiſe us, and vilify the office it- 
ſelf? Let us not think to maintain reſpect by high no- 
tions of power and miniſterial prerogative, but by dili- 
gence and faithfulneſs in our office, and by mee neſs, 
> 1 | patience 


Ax INSTALLATION SERMON. ag 


tience and kindneſs towards all men ; yet ſo, that we 
- deſcend to no mean or ſinful compliances, nor crouch to 
the wicked and unreaſonable humours of any, whether 
in high or low ſtation, to obtain their fayour, We may, 
as far as may be done with a good conſcience, © become 
all things to all men,” that we may gain ſome : We 
may waye our perſonal rights, and let inſults and re- 
proaches paſs unnoticed, when it can be done without 
meanneſs and indignity : We may ſtudy the paſſions, 
the temper and diſpoſition of our hearers, and chooſe out 
words acceptable to them, provided they be words of truth 
and ſobernefs, and that we do not ſhun “ to declare the 
whole counſel of Gop.” But whether they will hear or 
forbear, the meſſage, which Gop hath put into our mouth, 
we muſt deliver with all faithfulneſs and ſincerity ; ſo 
we ſhall be © pure from the blood of all men.” 


Especrally, my brethren, while we preach the un- 
ſearchabje riches of Cyur1sT, and open to others the way 
of ſalyation, let us take care that we be acquainted with it 
ourſelyes, Do we preach ſalvation from ſin to our peo- 
ple, and unfold the glories of CHRIST's holineſs and nur 
tice, as well as of his grace and redemption : And ſhall 
any of us be the ſervant of unrighteouſneſs, and contradict 
by kis life what he preacheth with his mouth? A man 
of Gop ! a preacher of righteouſneſs ! and yet profane, 
proud, covetous, contentious, intemperate, idle, unfaith- 
ful]! How awful and glaring the abſurdity ? Let each of 
us then, take heed to himſelf that he be not a ſtranger to 
the effectual working of that goſpel which he preacheth, 
or guilty of thoſe ſins he daily condemns and warns others 
to turn from, On the contrary, while we maintain the 
life of grace in our hearts, let us labour after an exempla- 
ry holineſs of converſation. This will moſt effectually 
—— our miniſtry and gain the attention of our 

earers. | 


SoLEMY is the work we have undertaken, and ſtri& the 
bonds we are under to fulfil it! Delightful and pleaſing 
18 
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is the office ; attended indeed with difficulties and dan-. 

rs, Cares and pains, tears and watchings, yet ſweet are 
its comforts, and mighty are its ſupports ! Awful indeed 
on the one hand to be charged with the blood of ſouls ; 
yet on the other, glorious the reward, which 1s laid up in 
ſtore for thoſe whom the LoR D ſhall approve at his ap- 
pearance and Kingdom, a crown of righteouſneſs which 
fadeth not away. Let us, my brethren, exhort and com- 
fort one another with theſe things. 


2, Wx learn from our ſubject the diſtinguiſhing privi- 
leges and honours of a people, who have the unſearcha- 
ble riches of CRISTH preached among them; and with 
what gladneſs they ſhould receive and entertain the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel, 


THe rich and diſtinguiſhing privileges of the Jewiſh: 
church chiefly conſiſted in this, “that unto them were 
committed the oracles of Gop.” Theretore we read in 
the book of P/alms, © Beautiful for ſituation is mount 
Zion, the joy of the whole earth.“ For © In Judah 

ob is known ;---His name is great in Iſrael, In Sa- 
lem alſo is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zi- 
on.” But how much more rich and diſtinguiſhing are 
the privileges of the chriſtian church ; all which may be 
ſummarily compriſed in the clearer revelation of the un- 
ſearchable riches of CHRIST. Here are brighter diſ- 
coveries of the perſon and ſalvation of the great Redeemer, 
than could be made under the typical diſpenſation of Mo- 
ſes. Theſe diſcoveries were not confined to one nation, 
but publiſhed in the world without diſtinction, that even 
the Gentiles, who “ were without CHRIST, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the 
covenants of promiſe, having no hope and without Gob 
in the world, might © be fellow heirs” with the Jewiſh 
believers, © and of the ſame body and partakers of his 
promiſe by the goſpel.” 


Tux calling of the Gentiles into the church of God, 
| | in 
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in a way ſo different from what had been expected, was 
at firſt beheld with wonder by the Jewiſh chriſtians, and 
is ſpoken of by St. Paul in the context as a myſtery, 
« which in other ages was not made known unto the 
ſons of men.” And certainly the, converſion of the 
Gentiles, and the granting unto them repentance unto 
life, in all its circumſtances and attending glories, with 
that liberty it brings to the church, is a ſubject of the 
higheſt admiration and tends to illuſtrate the unſearcha- 
ble riches of Carisr. We, who live in this age, are 
greatly concerned in it ; not only as this difpenſation of 

race is revealed unto us, but in particular as we are a 
part of the nations, who in time * were foreigners to 
Gop's Church and lived in groſs idolatry, but are now 
enlightened with the everlaſting goſpel, and all the pri- 
vileges of it, for which we have reaſon forever to bleſs 
Gov. | 


Tux goſpel was at firſt carried to the nations while 
they were in ignorance of Gop : He © was found of them 
that ſought” him © not: He was made manifeſt unto 
them that aſked not after” him. But unto us it comes 
as a divine and gracious inheritance, in fulfilment of that 
antient promiſe made to the Meffiah, © A ſeed ſhall 
ſerve him; it ſhall be accounted to the Loo for a ge- 
neration. They ſhall come and declare his righteouſneſs 
unto a people that ſhall be born that he hath done this.” 
And in the ſame way in which we have received theſe 
gracious privileges of the goſpel from our fathers, we are 
to tranſmit them to our children. For © the mercy of 
the Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſting upon them 
that fear him, and his righteouſneſs unto children's chil- 


__ dren.” 


Fox the accompliſhment of theſe purpoſes of divine 
wiſdom and love toward the church, and to perpetuate in 
it the knowledge of ſalvation, the goſpel miniſtry is ap- 
pointed byGop,and bleſſed with the preſence of CHRIST, ac- 


cording to his gracious promule to his apoſtles. Lo I am 
| with 
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with you alway even unto the end of the world.” This 
promiſe of our divine Redeemer ſhews that a goſpel mi- 

niſtry is a ſtanding ordinance in the church, and that it 
was not limited to the apoſtles in their extraordinary cha -· 
racter, in which they have properly no ſucceſſors. Paſ- 
tors and teachers, as well as apoſtles, prophets and evan- 
geliſts are the gifts of our aſcended Loxb, and are deriv- 
ed from his love to the church. He hath appointed 


their office and employment, and the method of their in- 


troduction into the ſacred buſineſs : From him they de- 
rive their gifts and furniture, their encouragements and 
hetps, their proſpects and fucceſs : His goſpel with all 
his unſearchable riches they are to preach ; and to him 
they ſtand accountable fof their miniſtry. 


In this view, they are to be received as the ambaſſa- 
dors of CaxisT, and to be treated according to the dig- 
nity of their office. The truths, they deliver ſhould be 
realized as the word of Go, and worthy of the fame re- 
verence and obedience as if pronounced by his own aw-- 
ful voice. It is only when the goſpel is received, not as 
the word of man, but as the word of Gop, that it hath an 
effectual operation in the heart, and becomes life to the 
ſoul through faith. Miniſters are in themſelves guilty 
and polluted creatures, and dependant for falvation on 
the ſame ſovereign grace of God they preach to others. 
Their honour is not therefore derived from themſelves, 
but from the employment with which they are entruſted, 
and a diligent and faithful diſcharge of the duties of their 
office. While therefore they are doing the work of the 
Los, it becomes a people unto whom they are ſent, to 
acknowledge them in their character as the ambaſſadors 
of CaRIsT, to treat them in the moſt tender and reſpect- 
ful manner, and to give a conſtant attendance and the 
moft ſtrict regard to all their regular adminiſtrations. 
This is an apoſtolic injunction to the churches, © Obey 
them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit yourfelves : 
for they watch for your ſouls, as thoſe that muſt give an 


account ; that they may do it with joy and not with grief.” 
3. Tas 
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3. Tus ſubject of my diſcourſe and the ſolemn and 
important occaſion on which we are aſſembled, may lead 
us do rejoice with this people on the pleaſing proſpect 
with which, after ſo many days of darkneſs and bereave- 
ment, the great King and Head of the church is pleaſed, 
to viſit them. 


Tuis daughter of Zion hath been covered with a cloud, 
and for a number of years hath ſitten in a condition of deep 
mourning and ſorrow. Long had ſhe ſhone in the beau- 
tiful robes of goſpel order, peace and love under the mi- 
niſtry of her former teachers, and eſpecially of her late 
affectionate and faithful paſtor, whoſe praiſe is ſtill in the 
churches. Since his removal by death, her beauty has 
been defaced, and ſeemed to be departing from her. Gop 
hath given her © the bread of adverſity, and the water 
of affliction.” Yet while the great Shepherd of Iſrael 
hath ſeemed to hide his face from this flock, his eye 
hath nevertheleſs watched over them, and his tender love 
and care hath been manifeſted in their various difficulties, 
He hath preſerved them from being ſcattered ;---He 
hath fortified them with perſevering endeavours for the 
reſettlement of the goſpel miniſtry ;---He hath ſupported 
them under their ſeveral diſappointments I hath 
not ſufferred fuch a ſpirit of diſcord to enter as to prevent 
their continued applications, and in his own time he hath 
united their hearts in the molt unanimous choice, and 
given them a paſtor to feed them with knowledge and 
underſtanding, to break to them the bread of life, and to 
preach among them the unſearchable riches of CHRIST. 


Tn1s peaceful ſettlement of the goſpel miniſtry, which 
we are now ſolemnizing before Gop, gives peculiar plea- 
ſure to the friends of Zion, who rejoice with this church 
and ſociety in all their harmonious tranſactions, and with 
them a bleſſing in the houſe of the Loxp. *© Behold 
how good and h pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity.” A 


- SYEET are the bleſſings of chriſtian love and commu 
D : nion 
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nion! Sweet are the affectionate joys derived from an en- 
dearing friendſhip between a miniſter and the people of 
his charge ! He bears them continually on his heart be- 
fore Gob, and with ardent benevolence purſues their beſt 

"and everlaſting intereſts. He has no greater pleaſure 
than when he beholds them walking in the truth, abound- 
ing in love, and bringing forth the fruits of righteouſ- 
nels and peace. They revere him in his office treat 
him with reſpect and tenderneſs in his perſon and cha- 
racter - endeavour to render his life eaſy and comforta- 
ble---attend with conſtancy on his miniſtrations--hearken 
to his counſels---and keep in view the ſtrict account, 
which they as well as he muſt give at the appearing of 
Jesus CHRIST. | 


Suck are the bleſſings and the joys, which I ſincerely 
wiſh may greatly abound among this people; and with an 
encouraging hope that the great King and Head of the 
church is here pouring them out, I will cloſe this diſ- 
courſe with an addreſs to my reverend and dear brother, 
who is now entering into this part of his Loxp's vineyard, 
and to the church and congregation under his paſtoral 
care and charge. | | 


Reverend and dear Sir, and much reſpected brethren 
and friends. 


I am perſuaded, that on this occaſion your hearts are 
filled with gratitude and praiſe to the great Redeemer 
and King of Zion for the tokens of his tender love and 
kindneſs, and that with adoring admiration you trace the 
ſteps of his providence, which have prepared the way, 
opened the door, and led you into your preſent endearing 
relation. This day may unfold to your ſilent meditations, 
the reaſons of thoſe dark and myſterious diſpenſations, 
through which you have paſſed. May they bo improv- 
ed for your greater comfort and joy, and be a means of 
encreaſing your thankfulneſs, and quickining you to eve- 
ry good word and work. 
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I truſt-you have well conſidered the ſolemn and im- 

rtant meaning of preſenting yourſelves before the 
Loi this day. It is not for the purpoſe of ordination, 
as you, Rev. Sir, are already inveſted with regular au- 
thority to execute all the powers of the chriſtian miniſtry, 
when and whereſoever you are called of Gop ; but being 
now to be made. an overſeer of this flock, according to 
their choice and your conſent, it is meet it ſhould be 
done in a public and ſolemn manner with approbation of 
neighbouring elders and by prayer for a bleſſing to attend 
your miniſtry. The language therefore of this ſolemni- 
ty is, that preſenting yourſelves before the Loxp you do 
publicly avouch your more private tranſactions, and call 
Gop, angels and men to witneſs that you have and do 
enter into covenant to be and walk together in the rela- 
tion of a chriſtian paſtor and flock, and that you bind 
yourſelves to perform reſpectively the duties that are de- 
rived from it ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe God to continue 
you in this connexion. '' We, who are miniſters of the 
goſpel, preſent on your invitation, having examined and 
approved your proceedings, have. only to recommend 
you to the grace of Gop,, and exhort you to walk toge- 
ther in love and peace for your mutual edification, and 
that you may be to each other a crown and joy in the day 
of our Lox D Jesus CHRIST. ' | 


You, Sir, are no novice in the miniſtry. You have 
ſtudied the duties of the office felt its burdens---expe- 
rienced its cares, and been acquainted with its tears and 
watchings. And no doubt you have often cried out, 
* Who is ſufficient for theſe things?“ In your trials, we 
truſt, you have known to whom you were to apply for 
ſtrength, and found his grace ſufficient for you. 


You have now entered into a new field of labour. 
Here you are to employ your time and talents in 
Es the unſearchable riches of CuRISTH, and in 

uilding up this church in peace and goſpel order. 

ri 


You will ſtudy to cultivate and increaſe that iriendſhip, 
: | which 
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which now ſubſiſts between you and this wy that 
you may be under the beſt advantages of 5 4 
among them, and extenſively in the churches. 
love is wanting, either on tlie ſpeakers tongue or m 0 
hearers ear, they 7 will be apt to miſtake each other: Hence 
ariſe groundleſs jealouſies and complaints, which pros 
ceed to hard uſage and bitter contentions, until — 
comes ſo undo rtable to a miniſter, and the 
of uſefulneſs ſo ſmall, that a ſeparation is the tes 
the people are left as ſheep without a ſhepherd, Are 
times this is occaſioned by a miniſter's own imprudence; 
at other times, the moſt faithful meſſengers of CHRIST 
have met with ſuch cruel treatment from an ungratefu] 
people, that the words of our Loxp ſpoken to the firſt 
preachers of the goſpel, may ſeem directed to them. 
When they perſecute you in one city, flee ye to and- 
ther,” But wherever they go, they have to encountet 
the luſts and pafſions of men; and the weakneſs of foitie 
and the wickedneſs of others will bring them mich trou⸗ 
ble, This is an unjuſt and ſelfiſh world ;- trials therefor, 
we may expect in the miniſterial and chriſtian watfare ; 
nor ſhall we find an end of them till death ſhuts up the 
ſcene, But none of theſe things ſhould diſcourage us; 
neither ſhould we count our lives dear unto ourſelves, 
provided we may finiſh our courſe with joy, and the mi- 
niſtry which we have received of the 4g to. cy the 
goſpel of the grace of Gop, 


Lr me only add my ſincere and devout wiſh that 
Go would direct your way utito this people in the ful- 
neſs of the bleſſings of the goſpel of CHRIST, rendering 
your miniſtry peaceful, happy and ſucceſsful among them, 
and that you may finally meet vnn the reward be a faith- 
ful ſervant. 


AnD my dear brethren of this church and | ſockery; let 
the divine principle of love animate your whole en- 
duct toward your paſtor and toward each other, This 


will encourage his heart and ſtrengthen his hands, (2m 
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make you appear a beautiful and glorious church, while 
you are found in your ſeyeral places and carefully per- 
form your reſpective duties, He will break to you 
the bread of life, and preach among you the unſearchable 
riches of CHRIST. You, will carefully attend and im- 
prove the privilege of the ſanctuary, and the riches of 
Cunts will be to you riches of grace and riches of glo- 
ry, The ways of Zion will no longer mourn, becauſe. 
none come to her ſolemn feaſts, You will be preſſing _ 
into the kingdom of God, and filling up the room there is 
ſtill in the church of CHRIS on earth, and great will be 
your peace and the peace of your children, You will 
work unblamably ind e in the world, holding 
forth the word of truth, glorifying the Lops Jesus by 
the profeſſion of his name, and keeping his teſtimony ta 
the end, till he receive you to all the glories and joys of 
his eternal kingdom, 


* Now the Gop of peace, who brought again from 
the dead our Lorp Jesus CunRIST, that great Shepherd 
of the ſheep, through the blood of the eyerlaſting cove- 
nant make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well pleaſing in his ſight, 
through Jesus CaRIsT, to whom be glory forever and 
ever, AMEN,” = -* | 8 | 
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